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Dear                                             ,

I trust this letter finds you encouraged.

Thank you for praying for me in my first year as an MTS Ministry Apprentice.

I am so thankful to God for the opportunity to learn ministry ‘on the job’ – it is such an immense privilege!  
There are so many things I’ve been enjoying this year (here are just a few highlights):

· Leading Youth Ministry on Friday nights - we have 35 youth in Bible Study and 70 youth at Youth Group

· Mentoring High School age girls like Samantha Payne in Year 9

· Teaching Scripture and running a lunchtime group at Blakehurst High School - which will expand next year to 3 scripture classes! 
· Organising “OMEGA” the end of year Youth Camp
· Studying at SMBC

· Being mentored in character and conviction by Sandy Autard

· … and I could go on!!

It has been a fantastic year!
But I’m not doing the apprenticeship for me, I am doing it so that others – in particular youth – might benefit; that they might hear about, know and trust in the Lord Jesus. 
The stats show that 4 out of 5 people become Christians before the age of 20 and so I’m passionate about seeing young people commit to Christ and also go the distance with Christ!

‘A significant finding that the NCLS data shows it that the decision to first become a Christian is most likely to occur whilst young, with 81% of decisions being made before the age of 20.”

Now I am writing to make a request.

Will you partner with me in this work?

I need people:

· Praying for me (for prayer points check out the link below)

· Encouraging me

· Connecting me to local youth

· Financially supporting me

My support-raising target is $28,000 per annum.

The report below shows how my support raising is tracking year to date.

I need to raise $5,890 before the end of the financial year … before June 30th.

	Donations (Year to Date)

(as at 30th May 2016)
	Target (Half Year)

(for June 30th, 2016)
	Shortfall (YTD)

(to be raised by June 30th 2016)

	$8,110
	$14,000
	$5,890


Would you please partner with me in this important work?

If you:

· Google “MTS Kiara Meres” or 
· got to: www.mts.com.au/donate-to-apprentice/2764463
You’ll find prayer points, more details about the work I’m doing and a “make a donation” facility.
Please note that any donations made are tax deductible. 
What that means in basic terms is that, if a nurse/teacher /manager (on $60,000 p.a.) gives $1,000, then because of tax deductibility it will only cost them $675. 

In short, a gift of $1,000 only costs the giver $675. 

Which is an awesome benefit of the new MTS apprenticeship system.

I’d love you to prayerfully consider supporting me.
Please pray that God might save many of the local youth through the preaching of the Gospel of Christ. 

Yours in Christ

Kiara Meres

MTS Apprentice,

South Carlton Anglican Church
PS 
I will contact you within 7 days of receiving this letter to see how you’re placed. 
PPS 
I praise God for your consideration of this request. 

�  ‘Social Change, Spiritual Tends: Christianity in Australia Today’ report commissioned by Christian Venues Association, by McCrindle Research, 2014.
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